Artifacts that may be present on a blood film.
Many artifacts or pseudoartifacts may be noted during the examination of a blood film. Artifactual results also may be generated by automated hematology analyzers, which in turn may be investigated by blood film examination. Some artifacts are misdiagnosed, and this in turn leads to inappropriate investigations or treatment. An awareness of the spectrum of spurious or artifactual results may help to prevent such an unfortunate occurrence.